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St James the Greater 
Leicester 

 

16th AUGUST 2026 
11TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 

Prayer for the Week 
O God, you declare your almighty power 
most chiefly in showing mercy and pity: 

mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace, 
that we, running the way of your commandments, 

may receive your gracious promises, 
and be made partakers of your heavenly treasure; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

 
Our Prayers are asked for: 

 
 

All prevented from worshipping with us, remembering 
Marilyn Dorum  : Nina French  :  Anthony Green :               

Gillian Boorne : Anne Sylvester and all those currently unable to attend services. 
 

 

Those who are unwell and who are recovering  

Mark Sadler : Nicola Shilton : Mandy Stephensen : 
Mollie Drake : Kathryn Haynes : Stephanie Crapper : Caroline Hough  

Diane Allen : Heather Jones 

 

 
 

This week's Chancel Steps flowers are sponsored by  
Martyn Neal in remembrance of his grandparents. 

 

 

  



 Welcome to St James the Greater 
 

08:30        Holy Communion in the Lady Chapel 
Common Worship Order 1 (Traditional) 

President: The Reverend Canon Philip Norwood 

Assisted by: Vicky Roe, Pastoral Assistant 
Churchwarden: Paul Jenkins 

 

A card reader donation machine is available. 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

10.30                      Choral Mattins 
See order of service 

Officiant: Sheila Roberts, Associate Minister 

Sidesperson: Vacant 
Churchwardens: April Rule and Serge Mozota 

Server: William Woolley 

 
HYMN 599 (Tune 826)     Beyond all mortal praise      

CONFESSION        see service card 

PRECES    Ferial 

VENITE     see music sheet 

PSALM  90.1-12      see music sheet  

 

FIRST LESSON 2 Kings 4.1-37        read by William Woolley 

Now the wife of a member of the company of prophets cried to Elisha, ‘Your 
servant my husband is dead; and you know that your servant feared the Lord, but 
a creditor has come to take my two children as slaves.’ 2 Elisha said to her, ‘What 

shall I do for you? Tell me, what do you have in the house?’ She answered, ‘Your 
servant has nothing in the house, except a jar of oil.’ 3 He said, ‘Go outside, 
borrow vessels from all your neighbours, empty vessels and not just a few. 4 Then 

go in, and shut the door behind you and your children, and start pouring into all 
these vessels; when each is full, set it aside.’ 5 So she left him and shut the door 
behind her and her children; they kept bringing vessels to her, and she kept 

pouring. 6 When the vessels were full, she said to her son, ‘Bring me another 
vessel.’ But he said to her, ‘There are no more.’ Then the oil stopped 
flowing. 7 She came and told the man of God, and he said, ‘Go, sell the oil and pay 

your debts, and you and your children can live on the rest.’ 
8 One day Elisha was passing through Shunem, where a wealthy woman lived, who 
urged him to have a meal. So whenever he passed that way, he would stop there 
for a meal. 9 She said to her husband, ‘Look, I am sure that this man who regularly 



passes our way is a holy man of God. 10 Let us make a small roof chamber with 
walls, and put there for him a bed, a table, a chair, and a lamp, so that he can stay 

there whenever he comes to us.’ 
11 One day when he came there, he went up to the chamber and lay down 
there. 12 He said to his servant Gehazi, ‘Call the Shunammite woman.’ When he 

had called her, she stood before him. 13 He said to him, ‘Say to her, Since you have 
taken all this trouble for us, what may be done for you? Would you have a word 
spoken on your behalf to the king or to the commander of the army?’ She 

answered, ‘I live among my own people.’ 14 He said, ‘What then may be done for 
her?’ Gehazi answered, ‘Well, she has no son, and her husband is old.’ 15 He said, 
‘Call her.’ When he had called her, she stood at the door. 16 He said, ‘At this 

season, in due time, you shall embrace a son.’ She replied, ‘No, my lord, O man of 
God; do not deceive your servant.’ 
17 The woman conceived and bore a son at that season, in due time, as Elisha had 
declared to her. 
18 When the child was older, he went out one day to his father among the 
reapers. 19 He complained to his father, ‘Oh, my head, my head!’ The father said to 
his servant, ‘Carry him to his mother.’ 20 He carried him and brought him to his 

mother; the child sat on her lap until noon, and he died. 21 She went up and laid 
him on the bed of the man of God, closed the door on him, and left. 22 Then she 
called to her husband, and said, ‘Send me one of the servants and one of the 

donkeys, so that I may quickly go to the man of God and come back again.’ 23 He 
said, ‘Why go to him today? It is neither new moon nor sabbath.’ She said, ‘It will 
be all right.’ 24 Then she saddled the donkey and said to her servant, ‘Urge the 

animal on; do not hold back for me unless I tell you.’ 25 So she set out, and came 
to the man of God at Mount Carmel. 
When the man of God saw her coming, he said to Gehazi his servant, ‘Look, there 

is the Shunammite woman; 26 run at once to meet her, and say to her, Are you all 
right? Is your husband all right? Is the child all right?’ She answered, ‘It is all 
right.’ 27 When she came to the man of God at the mountain, she caught hold of 
his feet. Gehazi approached to push her away. But the man of God said, ‘Let her 

alone, for she is in bitter distress; the Lord has hidden it from me and has not told 
me.’ 28 Then she said, ‘Did I ask my lord for a son? Did I not say, Do not mislead 
me?’ 29 He said to Gehazi, ‘Gird up your loins, and take my staff in your hand, and 

go. If you meet anyone, give no greeting, and if anyone greets you, do not answer; 
and lay my staff on the face of the child.’ 30 Then the mother of the child said, ‘As 
the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave without you.’ So he rose up 

and followed her. 31 Gehazi went on ahead and laid the staff on the face of the 
child, but there was no sound or sign of life. He came back to meet him and told 
him, ‘The child has not awakened.’ 
32 When Elisha came into the house, he saw the child lying dead on his bed. 33 So 
he went in and closed the door on the two of them, and prayed to 



the Lord. 34 Then he got up on the bed and lay upon the child, putting his mouth 
upon his mouth, his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands; and while he 

lay bent over him, the flesh of the child became warm. 35 He got down, walked 
once to and fro in the room, then got up again and bent over him; the child 
sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes. 36 Elisha summoned Gehazi 

and said, ‘Call the Shunammite woman.’ So he called her. When she came to him, 
he said, ‘Take your son.’ 37 She came and fell at his feet, bowing to the ground; 
then she took her son and left. 

 
Te Deum               Chanted    

 

SECOND LESSON Acts 16.1-15        read by Caroline Beardsmore 
Paul went on also to Derbe and to Lystra, where there was a disciple named 
Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer; but his father was a 

Greek. 2 He was well spoken of by the believers in Lystra and Iconium. 3 Paul 
wanted Timothy to accompany him; and he took him and had him circumcised 
because of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew that his father 

was a Greek. 4 As they went from town to town, they delivered to them for 
observance the decisions that had been reached by the apostles and elders who 
were in Jerusalem. 5 So the churches were strengthened in the faith and increased 

in numbers daily. 
6 They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by 
the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. 7 When they had come opposite Mysia, 
they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them; 8 so, 

passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. 9 During the night Paul had a vision: 
there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, ‘Come over to 
Macedonia and help us.’ 10 When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to 

cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the 
good news to them. 
11 We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following 

day to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the 
district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some 
days. 13 On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we 

supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women 
who had gathered there. 14 A certain woman named Lydia, a worshipper of God, 
was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. 

The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15 When she 
and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you have judged me to 
be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.’ And she prevailed upon us. 
 

Jubilate    Blest be the God of Israel – Daw (Tune Coe Fen)    

 



THE CREED    see service card 

          

RESPONSES   Ferial 

 

ANTHEM    Ave Maria – Giffen 
Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum     Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee 

benedicta tu in mulieribus,    Blessed art thou among women 

et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Jesus Christus.  And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus Christ. 

Sancta Maria, Mater Dei,    Holy Mary, Mother of God, 

ora pro nobis peccatoribus,    Pray for us sinners, 

nunc et in hora mortis nostrae. Amen.  Now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

                       
PRAYERS    Sheila Roberts, Associate Minister 

 

HYMN 702      Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us      

 

SERMON    Sheila Roberts, Associate Minister 

 

HYMN 650   Great is thy faithfulness      

   

DISMISSAL                    The Lord be with you.  And with thy spirit. 

     Let us bless the Lord.  Thanks be to God! 

 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 

Please be aware of those remaining to listen 
 

Everyone is invited for refreshments after the service. 
A card reader donation machine is available at the back of church. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

18:30                       Sung Eucharist 
See separate Order of Service 

President: The Reverend Liz Wilson 
Assisted by: Margaret Sharman and Mike Rule, Associate Minister 

Sidesperson: David Sharman 
Churchwardens: April Rule and Serge Mozota 

Servers: Rod Eynon-Baldock, Sara King and William Woolley 
Setting: Mass of St Thomas - Thorne 

 

HYMN 761      Praise the Lord! Ye heavens, adore him      



GLORIA   Mass of St Thomas - Thorne 
   

READING  Romans 11.1-2, 29-32      read by Phil Jones 
I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a 
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has not 

rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do you not know what the scripture says 
of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel? 29 For the gifts and the calling of 
God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now 

received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so they have now been 
disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive 
mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to 

all. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN 386 i  Praise we now the word of grace      
     

GOSPEL  Matthew 15.10-28 

Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, ‘Listen and understand: 11 it is 
not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of 
the mouth that defiles.’ 12 Then the disciples approached and said to him, ‘Do you 

know that the Pharisees took offence when they heard what you said?’ 13 He 
answered, ‘Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be 
uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind 

person guides another, both will fall into a pit.’ 15 But Peter said to him, ‘Explain 
this parable to us.’ 16 Then he said, ‘Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do 
you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out 

into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and 
this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, 
fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to 
eat with unwashed hands does not defile.’ 
21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then 
a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, ‘Have mercy 
on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.’ 23 But he did 

not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, ‘Send her 
away, for she keeps shouting after us.’ 24 He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel.’ 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, 

help me.’ 26 He answered, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to 
the dogs.’ 27 She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from 
their masters’ table.’ 28 Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, great is your faith! Let 

it be done for you as you wish.’ And her daughter was healed instantly. 
 
SERMON              The Reverend Liz Wilson 
 



INTERCESSIONS            Mike Rule, Associate Minister 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN 794 i   The King of love my shepherd is      
 
Post Communion Prayer 

Lord of all mercy, 
we your faithful people have celebrated that one true sacrifice 
which takes away our sins and brings pardon and peace: 

by our communion 
keep us firm on the foundation of the gospel 
and preserve us from all sin; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN 24      The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 

Please be aware of those remaining to listen. 
 

A card reader donation machine is available at the back of church. 
 

Please take this leaflet away with you at the end of the Service.  
__________________________________________________________________ 

Sunday 23rd August 
12th Sunday after Trinity 

 

08:30 Holy Communion President: The Reverend Canon Philip Norwood 
 
10:30 Sung Eucharist    President: The Reverend Alan Hawker         

          Readings: Romans 12.1-8 and Matthew 16.13-20 
 
18:30 Taizé Service  Officiant: Sheila Roberts, Associate Minister 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

The Week Ahead 
 

Wednesday 19th                 
21:00    Compline via Zoom.  To join, please use the link  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81259880030?pwd=TG9JbmJzUW56VmFrMmJxdDJBTHFNQT09 

Meeting ID: 812 5988 0030 Passcode: u7iqca  

 

Thursday 20th      
12:30  Holy Communion Common Worship, Order 1(Traditional) 

      President: The Reverend Canon Philip Norwood 
Assisted by: Sheila Roberts, Associate Minister 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81259880030?pwd=TG9JbmJzUW56VmFrMmJxdDJBTHFNQT09


RIDE AND STRIDE  
This takes place on Saturday 12th September.  If you would like to take part in this 
year’s sponsored event, forms are on the back table.  If you require further 

information, go to https://www.lhct.org.uk/ride-and-stride/ 
If you can volunteer on the day for an hour or two to help welcome people 
coming to St. James, please sign up on the sheet at the back of church.  

For security reasons, two people are needed for each hour. You can be 
sponsored for your church-sitting slot, too, so take a form if you want to earn 
extra money for the church. 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

FILM SCREENING    An outstanding animated film David (PG) based on 1 

Samuel is coming to Leicester Vue Cinema from Fri. 21st August, daily at 12.45pm. 
Tickets can be booked online. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Resources for Home Worship 

Broadcast Media 
Daily Service             Monday – Friday at 9.45am      Radio 4 Extra on DAB 

Freeview 708, Freesat 708, Sky 0126, Virgin Media 910 and online at 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006wzfs 

 

Sunday Worship    Sundays  8.10 am     Radio 4 
Songs of Praise      Sunday   1.15 pm    BBC 1  
Choral Evensong   Sunday    6 pm     Wednesday 3 pm    Radio 3 

 
Online at www.churchofengland.org and www.leicestercathedral.org 

 
CONTACTING THE TEAM 

Please note that the Reverend Andrew Quigley is currently away on sabbatical. 
  For pastoral concerns, please contact Vicky Roe on 

pastoral.assistant@stjamesthegreater.org.uk 

 
The Church Office can be contacted by E-mail at: office@stjamesthegreater.org.uk 
or by telephoning 0116 2542111 and leaving a message. Please do not hesitate to 

get in touch.  Further details are on our website: www.stjamesthegreater.org.uk 

 
Church office opening hours this week: 

Monday 17th August 1.15 pm – 4.15 pm, 
Wednesday 19th August 1.15 pm – 4.15 pm, 

Friday 21st August 1.15 pm – 4.15 pm. 

https://www.lhct.org.uk/ride-and-stride/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006wzfs
http://www.churchofengland.org/
http://www.leicestercathedral.org/
mailto:pastoral.assistant@stjamesthegreater.org.uk
mailto:office@stjamesthegreater.org.uk
http://www.stjamesthegreater.org.uk/

